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  May 

Orchid  View          

OUR NEXT MONTHLY MEETING May 7, 2018 MARIE 

SELBY BOTANICAL GARDENS  

Great Room by the Bay, The Activities Center, 

811 S. Palm Avenue, Sarasota, FL 

   6:00 Door Opens 

6:15 Culture class with Roy Krueger 

   7:00 Business Meeting 

   Speaker: Bill Nunez 
            Growing Specimen Cattleya Alliance Plants 
   Members Only’ Silent Auction 

   Members’ Plant Table  

   Plant Raffle completes our Meeting! 

   Guests are always welcome! 

Club address; PO Box 19895, Sarasota, FL 34276-2895 

 

Please Note: Should you arrive to our Monthly SOS Meeting after 7:00 pm, when the Gate to 

the Selby Activities Center is locked, please call the cell phone of one of our members in the 

meeting, as listed on the gate. Someone will come down to let you in. Selby’s Rules are such 

that the Gate must be locked once our meeting has started, at which time no one is available 

to continue to sit by the gate. 
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New Members 

Bruce Oltchick & Lesley Korvin  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bill Nunez ‘ AKA ‘ Rhizome Cowboy ‘                                                                                                                                                            

I began growing orchids in the late 60’s after several years of tagging along with my father 

to visit his friend’s greenhouses. Some of these growers were past FWCOS presidents.  

Jack Sweet 1946-48 

Cliff Curry 1962 

John Matthews 1963 

John & Gloria Naugle   1968 

Gladys Whitesell 1969 

Richard Bates 1978 

I began to receive a few back bulbs from some of these folks and a few of them lived. I was 

off to the races after that. I built my first flask box when I was in high school. I grew up on 

1800 acres of family owned ranch land. I started working on Cattle ranches in the 70’s and 

became familiar with Florida cypress swamps. I greatly enjoyed my adventures into these 

wonderful swamps. They became my refuge and I always had the since of traveling back 

hundreds of years in time when I entered one of these untouched places. I was able to find 

many of the Florida orchid species along with native ferns and a variety of wildlife.   

I have been growing orchids most of my life and I get a great pleasure now when I am 

making new hybrids mostly in the Cattleya alliance. 

I have been fortunate enough to receive several AOS awards and register several of my 

hybrids. 

The greatest satisfaction for me is to have one of my hybrids awarded. 

Now I am older than dirt and I am still fascinated with orchids. Somewhere back in my 

memory I am still a young man on an afternoon adventure in a pristine Florida cypress 

head or oak hammock. 
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April 2018 SOS Meeting Minutes 
 

Hi, I’m Laurie Stoner, past president and current treasurer filling in for Denny Pavlock who couldn’t 

be here this evening. I would like to welcome you to the April annual members’ meeting. Thank you, 

Cathy Lewis and Susan Gerhardt for jumping in to tell us all about pendulous Dendrobium Orchids 

since Roy couldn’t be here for our monthly Culture/Learn to Grow Orchids session.  

Our By-Laws require us to hold an annual members’ meeting in which we review changes in board 

membership plus any annual business, including any financial transactions in excess of $1000.  

New Board additions:  

Eileen Antonelli has indicated a willingness to join the board. She has been helping Marta with 

membership for several months now so I hope you have had a chance to meet her. Motion received 

from the floor, second, and all in favor. Approved. 

We need up to 3 additional members to join the board as directors-at-large. You will learn the 

workings of the board by shadowing existing members who currently chair show committees or 

fulfill such roles as storage manager, publicity and advertising, newsletter, photography, website 

management, treasurer, etc.  I have over 15 years of experience on the board. It has been a very 

rewarding time for me. Feel free to ask me any questions or see me at the break if you also have an 

interest in joining the board. This is a great way to not only serve the club, but it’s a wonderful way 

to learn something new and work alongside like-minded people. 

Mario Valencia-Rojas indicated a willingness to manage our storage. Motion received from the floor, 

second, and all in favor. Approved. 

Jack Knuese proposed Jill Lopez.  She agreed to run. Motion received from the floor, second, and all 

in favor. Approved. 

Marta Hudson proposed Bruce Oltchick, a new member with extensive background in publicity. He 

agreed to run. Motion received from the floor, second, and all in favor. Approved. 

One of the Society’s long time members, Norm Hillstrom is retiring from the Board.  I would like to 

thank him for his 9 years of service!  Norm has been responsible for all of the materials the Society 

owns, with keeping our storage shed organized and bringing what we need to the orchid shows.  In 

addition, Norm is here every month to keep the meeting running smoothly. He has been a truly 

invaluable member of our society! 

In the back of the room there are two cakes to recognize Norm’s outstanding service.  In addition, 

I’d like Norm to come up to the podium to receive a small token of our appreciation. 

Our regular board meeting will be held at the end of the month during which we will vote on 

officers.  You are welcome to attend. At the May meeting Denny will announce the new slate of 

officers for 2018 but unofficially Marta Hudson will be our next president! We will also publish the 

slate in the May newsletter and on the website. 
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Sarasota Orchid Society, Inc. 
 

 

Expenditures by Vendor Summary 
 

 

January - December 2017 
 

 

    

 Expenditures over $1000 
 

 

Brady Schwabach 1,000.00   Scholarship 

Carly Fronckowiak 1,000.00   Scholarship 
City Of Sarasota Municipal 
Auditorium 6,550.00   Show Hall Rental 

Cozzette Accounting Co LLC 1,800.00   Audit 
 

Jordan Olson 1,000.00   Scholarship 

Joy Jacobs 1,000.00   Scholarship 

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 1,500.00   Donation 
 

Stig Dalstrom 2,772.98   Bhutan project 

Studio Ray Productions 5,448.20   WOM Down Under 

Studio Ray Productions 1,221.07   WOM Down Under 

Studio Ray Productions 2,298.00   WOM Down Under 

Studio Ray Productions 3,084.00   WOM Down Under 

Studio Ray Productions 5,947.73   WOM Down Under 

Studio Ray Productions 5,494.59   WOM Down Under 
 

Since Eileen isn’t here, Marta will you announce any new member and guests and have these people 

stand up to be welcomed. 

There are no plants on the Silent Auction Table. Remember you can bring in a couple of plants in 

every month. Email Denny ahead of time with the Plant’s Name. 

The Rare Fruit Tree Society is having a sale – flyers are on the membership table. 

This month we have some lovely plants on the Plant Raffle table from Florida SunCoast Orchids, 

owned by member, Jim Roberts. Jim is in the back now selling plants so please take advantage of the 

opportunity to purchase a terrific new orchid! 

There will be a 15 minute meeting break then Stig Dalstrom will give us an update on the orchid 

research projects we support – Bhutan and the Wild  Orchid Man Film Series. During the break, 

please buy plant raffle tickets and complete a Ballot for your favorite Display Table Plants. See Jack 

for a ballot to vote for your favorite species, hybrid, and new grower plants. 

Jim Roberts reviewed the plants on the Display Table 
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Monthly Plant Winners 

 

Speakers Choice, Mario Valencia-Cytropodium punctatum 

 

Best Species, Marisa Margani-Leptotes pohlitinocoi 

 

 

Best Hybrid, Ctt. Trick or Treat ‘Orange Beauty’ 
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Best Novice, Kathie Gorman-Den. cucullatum (aphyllum) 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Orchids We Should All Grow 
Roy Krueger 

 

 
 

ZYGOPEDLUM ADVANCE AUSTRALIA “HOF” AM/AOS 

 
Zygopedlums are not plants that are commonly grown in Florida. However, with a 
little care, they can be very rewarding additions to your collection. 
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Zygos are a genus of about 16 species found in South America. They are found near 
the coast in southern Brazil, in Argentina, and as far north as Columbia. Most grow in 
intermediate climates, in bright dappled light and always with high humidity. 
 
Most species and their hybrids have an overall color pattern of green with blotches 
and a contrasting lip, usually purple or blueish. 
 
The plant pictured is a complex hybrid named Advance Australia. The variety is HOF 
and this variety has received numerous awards. 
 
The base color is green heavily blotched with chocolate brown. It has a narrow green 
picote and a white lip. The flowers are firm and waxy. They will last 4-6 weeks if kept 
relatively cool. 
 
This specimen blooms in winter, from late January to mid March. Temperatures allow 
you to keep it outside almost all winter, and the cool nights are conducive to rich 
colors and long lasting flowers. 
 
I grow this plant in fine fir bark in a plastic pot. It must be well drained but should 
never be allowed to go dry. I sprinkle a bid of loose sphagnum on the surface and 
when it gets dry, water the plant thoroughly. 
 
Most Zygos have tightly clustered pseudobulbs that at ovoid in shape. They are 
topped with upright growing pleated leaves that are quite soft and pliable. 
 
The inflorescence arises from the base of the pseudobulb. Buds form and take 
seemingly forever to open. 
 
New growth appears in spring well after the blossoms have dropped. When in active 
growth, you should fertilize regularly and keep watered. After growth matures in fall, 
cut back on the water and fertilizer, but do not let the plant dry out. 
 
Grow it in a cool shady spot with good air movement.  Grow mine under a rack of 
Cattleyas in my pool cage. The Catts shade it and the pool provides constant moisture 
and humidity. It is on the ground and next to the screen, so air movement is constant. 
 
This is not a plant for a beginner. You must watch it constantly and react quickly if 
anything looks amiss. If you're up to a challenge, this can be a very rewarding 
addition to your collection. 
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The Platinum Coast Orchid Society 
presents its 55th Annual Orchid Show and Sale 
“Days of Wine and Orchids” 
May 4, 5, and 6, 2018 
Fri. and Sat. 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM, Sun. 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
Kiwanis Island Park Gymnasium 
951 Kiwanis Island Park Road, Merritt Island, FL 32952 
(Off SR 520, ½ mile east of Merritt Square Mall) 
Regular admission: $5.00 (free parking) 

Present this coupon for $1 off up to 4 regular admissions 
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Orchid Information 

Catasetum Culture  

kat-ah-SEE-tum 

 

 

This unusual group of orchids offers fascinating, waxy flowers that often have the peculiar habit of 

discharging their pollen masses (pollinia) onto pollinators. Almost always deciduous, the 

pseudobulbous plants have strict growing and resting periods. Most flower before entering a 

dormant period when they drop their leaves. 

 

Light should be strong, especially near the end of the growth period. Early in the annual growth 

cycle, plants will tolerate less light, from 1,500 to 3,000 foot-candles. Plants grow best with light 

levels of 3,000 to 6,000 foot-candles, or one-half to three-fourths full sun. As pseudobulbs mature, 

harden them by giving slightly more light. 

 

Temperatures reflect the fact these orchids are native to hot tropical areas and grow during the 

rainy summer months. During this growing period, day temperatures of 80° to 100° F and night 

temperatures of 60° to 65° F are beneficial. After growths mature, temperatures can be reduced to 

55° F at night, with day temperatures of 70° to 85° F. 

 

Water is a critical factor for the production of large pseudobulbs that result in best flowering. A 

great quantity of water must be stored by the plant in a relatively short growing season. Water 

heavily as new leaves are forming. As the pseudobulb matures, gradually reduce watering 

frequency. Leaves will yellow and drop. At this time, watering should be stopped completely until 
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new growth begins. Water during this dormant period only if the pseudobulbs shrivel severely. 

 

Humidity should be 40 to 60 percent. This can be provided in the home by placing the plants on 

trays of gravel, only partially filled with water so that the plants do not sit in the water. Air should 

always be moving around the plants to prevent fungal or bacterial disease, especially if high 

humidity or cool temperatures exist. In the greenhouse, the humidity is best increased by use of a 

humidifier. Evaporative cooling increases humidity while cooling the air. 

 

Fertilize and water regularly to produce strong pseudobulbs. Use a high nitrogen formulation 

(such as 30-10-10) while plants are in active growth, slowly tapering off as pseudobulbs form. A 

blossom- booster formulation (such as 10-30- 20) should be used in the autumn, except for plants 

that normally bloom in the spring. Frequent applications of a dilute concentrations of fertilizer are 

more effective than occasional applications of strong concentrations. 

 

Potting should be timed to coincide with the initiation of new growth, usually in the spring. New 

roots will be produced quickly at that time, and plants will experience minimal setback. These 

plants have vigorous root systems and require a rich, moist potting medium during the growing 

season. Many growers bare-root their plants during the resting period to ensure dryness at that 

time. Fine-grade media are common for smaller pots; medium-grade media are used only in larger 

pots. Sphagnum moss is used successfully for plants in many areas, as it provides tremendous 

water- and fertilizer-holding capacities. Some plants can be grown on slabs of tree fern or other 

material, which makes it easier to keep them dry during dormancy; however, it is harder to keep 

them moist while growing. When well grown, these orchids can be divided down to one mature 

pseudobulb and will then flower on the next mature growth. Spider mites are a common pest of 

these orchids when in leaf. Control spider mites by keeping humidity high or spraying with 

recommended miticides. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

From the AOS 

The Summer Doldrums 

How to Care for Orchids During the Wilds of Summertime 

By Ron McHatton with Photographs by Greg Allikas 

From the May 2012 issue of Orchids Magazine 

SUMMER PRESENTS CHALLENGES in the form of increased pest activity, fungal and 

bacterial problems in traditionally wet areas and desiccation in those areas with Mediterranean-

like climates where summers are typically quite dry. Careful observation of your plants is the 
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best way to identify small problems before they become big problems, and in the summer, the 

time between these two events is dramatically shorter due to higher temperatures.  

PEST CONTROL For small collections, the best thing to do is to physically wipe insects of 

and clean the plant. Isopropyl alcohol and a cotton swab are effective against most pests and if 

you want to increase its effectiveness, a drop of Ivory dishwashing liquid added to the alcohol 

helps wet the typically waxy surface of orchid leaves. If you haven't been watching carefully and 

the infestation gets out of control, you might have to use chemicals. Few pesticides are 

specifically rated for use on orchids, but you can use any that are labeled for ornamentals. Use 

care and follow the label directions. This is not a situation where if a little is good, more will be 

better. 

In areas with dry summers, mites can be a serious problem, especially on phalaenopsis. These 

creatures attack the surface of the leaves producing a sort of rough silvery appearance. Mites are 

not insects and insecticides offer little or no control. Mites do not like humid conditions so 

efforts to increase humidity are beneficial. Light infestations can be controlled by thoroughly 

cleaning plants but in hot, dry climates light infestations rapidly become serious and control is 

best accomplished by the use of a miticide. 

In areas with wet summers, wet foliage and high humidity encourage the spread of fungal and 

bacterial diseases. Bacterial diseases do not respond to fungicides and vice versa so it’s 

important to know which disease you are dealing with. Perhaps the easiest way to distinguish 

between the two is by smell. The most common bacterial disease in orchids produces a foul 

smell often likened to dead fish. If you’ve ever had cut flowers stand too long in water, you 

know the sort of smell we’re talking about. 

Diseases can spread quickly. Bacterial diseases kill plants especially rapidly and time is of the 

essence. Both bacterial and fungal diseases are spread by splashing water, and this includes 

rainfall. Use a clean cutting tool such as a single-edge razor blade, cut off the infected tissue as 

well as at least an inch (2.5 cm) of clean, green area and then treat the cut surface with a 

fungicide. Even if the problem is bacterial, you don’t want a fungal infection to start in the 

wound. Cinnamon — the common spice — is effective against fungal diseases and can be used 

to coat the cut surface. It’s perhaps not as effective as a chemical fungicide but it's readily 

available and does work. 

Where it’s wet, keep your plants as dry as possible. Alternatively, provide a lot of air movement. 

When you water, try to do so as early in the day as possible. This will allow adequate time for 

the foliage to dry before nightfall. 

In dry-summer areas, the bane of orchid growers is extremely low humidity, and this leads to two 

issues. The first of these is an increase in the rate at which plants dry out and the other is the 

ever-presence of mites. 

Orchids in dry-summer areas dry out much more rapidly than they did in the winter. Depending 

on temperature, plants watered every two weeks in the winter may need to be watered every few 

days in the summer. Here again, nothing will take the place of careful observation. If you have 

an extensive collection of plants, you might want to consider installing a misting system similar 
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to those used in open-air restaurants in dry areas. Low-pressure units that install on hose lines are 

inexpensive and work reasonably well to raise humidity as well as cool the growing area 

somewhat. 

 

Scale, particularly Boisduval scale illustrated on this cattleya plant, is a serious pest on orchids. 

Dried pseudobulb sheaths should be removed at repotting to inspect for thede insects. 

SUMMER SUN How does sun affect orchids? Solar radiation is much more intense in the 

summer and plants that have been thriving in full sun all winter may need a little extra protection 

(shade) when the sun is at its strongest or, often during the late afternoon, when the temperatures 

are highest. Orchids are easily sunburned and you should take care when moving plants around, 

especially if you are moving plants grown inside during the winter to a spot outside for the 

summer. Sunburn, while not in itself a serious problem is irreversible and will make your plants 

look ugly. In serious cases the plant can be killed outright and any leaf damage is an invitation to 

a secondary infection in the damaged area. 

Orchid foliage should be a light yellow-green. The first sign of too much light is often yellow 

foliage. If left alone, this yellow foliage will eventually turn white and then dark brown and dry 

as the sunburned area dries out. If the problem is caught before the chlorophyll has been 

completely destroyed it is often possible to reverse the damage. Once white spots or sunken areas 

have appeared, the damage is irreversible and the best thing one can do is stop further 

progression with more shade. 

 

Sudden increaseesin light levels will burn orchid foliage as illustrated here on this Bifrenaria 

harrisoniae leaf. While small sunburned spots aren't really detrimental to the plant, they are 

unsightly and remain for the life of the leaf 
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CAPITALIZING ON THE HIGH-GROWTH SEASON Because of increased light and 

temperatures, your plants will benefit from more fertilizer (increased frequency, not 

concentration). This is especially true for those varieties that put out new growth during this 

time. Avoid fertilizers that contain significant amounts of urea (formulations with more than 20 

percent nitrogen). Urea nitrogen is much less readily available to orchids in soilless mixes than 

ammoniacal and nitrate forms. 

Plants will also dry out faster. To avoid root damage, water plants before fertilizing; the roots 

will be wet and less easily damaged by the salts in the fertilizer solution. 

If you grow your plants inside during the cooler months, moving them outside for the summer is 

often beneficial and your plants will respond with renewed vigor. Remember, make the transition 

slowly. Place them under heavy shade for a few days, then somewhat less shade for a few days 

and then move them to their summer homes, paying attention to the color of the foliage. You'll 

be glad you did. 

 

The damage to these hybrid cattleya leaves is heat stress and not sunburn. At high enough 

temperatures the leaf tissue is killed, resulting in the collapse illustrated here. 

Field Journal News 

Darryl's film Black Skimmers of Lido Beach will be shown again at the Sarasota Film 

Festival on Earth Day, April 22nd, 1pm at the Hollywood 20. The narrator, Diane Cirksena, 

will be at the screening for the Q&A. The film documents the challenges a colony of 

shorebirds face, amplified by climate change. 

 

Stig and Darryl have rescheduled their return to Australia for September 2019. This will 

allow more time for the expedition to film in Western Australia and give Darryl time to 

complete the current film, Wild Orchid Man in the Devil's Realm. 

Thank you to all our supporters. Your words of encouragement are very important. 

Exciting times ahead! 

 

Darryl Saffer  
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Studio Ray Productions 

 

www.thefieldjournal.net 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6LBsmXBAqweRJJ_ESlzDaw 

www.studiorayproductions.com 

www.wildorchidman.com 

The award-winning Florida Field Journal 

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQM-L68fNvtEDkWhQyM0ZuyL7iSIcyzTe 

earthcare@aol.com 

datearthcare@gmail.com 

941-228-7288 

 

 

Our Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thefieldjournal.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6LBsmXBAqweRJJ_ESlzDaw
http://www.studiorayproductions.com/
http://www.wildorchidman.com/
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQM-L68fNvtEDkWhQyM0ZuyL7iSIcyzTe
http://earthcare@aol.com
http://datearthcare@gmail.com
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Now selling Orchiata and New Zealand Spag. 
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Big Earth Landscape Supply, on Bee Ridge 

Road in Sarasota, will be selling Orchid 

Products for potting and spraying, 

including some items which Roy Krueger 

discusses during his monthly “Learn to 

Grow Orchids” sessions at 6:15 pm, prior to 

the Sarasota Orchid Monthly Meetings.  
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---------------------------------------------------------------------
Silent Auction Guidelines:  
 

We will limit the total number of plants to 4 or 5 per month. 
 
By the 20th of the month, prior to the upcoming meeting, a 
member will email a request to Denny Pavlock 
(dpavlock@gmail.com) with the number of plants they wish to 
bring.  
Include the name of the plant, the approximate number of pseudo 
bulbs, size of the pot, basket or mount or that it is a bare root.  
If you have a jpeg picture of the flower, please include with your 
request.  

If you do not have pic, SOS will provide one, if plant is not 
blooming 

Plants must be clean with no scale, thrips, etc.  
If desired, specify the minimum price you will accept for each 
plant.  
If desired, specify an “eBay type Buy-It-Now” amount for each plant 
so that a member may instantly purchase the plant.  

Note: The plant will then immediately be removed from the 
Silent Auction Table  

To confirm your inclusion in the Silent Auction, Denny will send 

you, the member, a Silent Auction Form. 

The seller will receive 75% and the SOS will receive 25% of the 

sale’s price.  

Member will receive the total amount of the sale and is 

responsible for returning 25% (cash or check) plus the Silent 

Auction Form to the SOS Treasurer at the conclusion of the 

meeting. 

mailto:dpavlock@gmail.com

