ORCHIDS WE SHOULD ALL GROW
ASCOCENTRUM (VANDA) miniatum

The genre ascocentrum, now classified as Vanda consists of between 8 and 13 member
species depending upon whose countis to be believed. Ranging in Southeast Asia from the
Himalaya to Borneo these miniature sized vandas proliferate with hundreds of brightly
colored tiny blossoms each spring.

Few true miniatums are found today. Originating from Java, their habitat has been
destroyed as the native forests are clearcut and stripped. Most plants described as
miniatum today are actually garayi, a very close relative and difficult to tell apart.

Miniatum, like all members of the genre are typically small monopodial plants seldom
more than 30cm tall (about 12”). Leave are in two rows, recurved and v-shaped, Flowers
are small, about 12mm (1/2”) both wide and high and red/orange in color. The lip is trilobed
with a strap shaped midlobe. The species garayi on the other hand is similarly shaped but
with a concave midlobe as the only obvious difference.

Plants are cultivated similarly to vandas. Grow them in baskets preferably with little or no
medium or grow them attached to a wire and hanging. Leave the somewhat heavy and
cord-like root to flow outside the container. Roots need to dry quickly and thoroughly after
watering.

Plants should be watered and fertilized heavily while in active growth and when flowering. |
water daily with two applications of water about 10 minutes apart. Roots should turn green
after the first watering. If they do not, the plant has become too dry and it may take several
additional water applications to green the roots.

Fertilize weekly with a V2 strength low phosphorus fertilizer such as 15-5-15 Or 13-2-13 with
calmag. In winter, watering and fertilizer can be reduced but not stopped completely. Like
most monopodial orchids, they tend to grow all winter and not go semi-dormant.

Grow your miniatum with your other vandas but in slightly less light. Rember to protect
them in winter since they originate in a very warm climate and do not tolerate cold



temperatures well. | protect mine when the temperature falls below 58 degrees for more
than 4 hours.

Occasionally, a mature plant will put out a basal growth. Once it reaches 3-4” and
produces roots, it can be split from the mother plant or left in place to create a fuller
specimen plant.

The photo attached was taken in mid-April, the customary blooming time for not only
miniatum, but most of the species in the genre.

Ascocentrums have not been used to produce many in-genre hybrids. They have, however
been used to produce many intrageneric hybrids. The most commonly seen crosses are
Ascosendras made with Ascocentrum X Vanda.



